Introduced by Council Members Crescimbeni and Ferraro and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Hazouri, R. Gaffney, White, Gulliford, Schellenberg, Pittman, Boyer, Anderson, Newby, Freeman, Becton and Morgan: 

RESOLUTION 2019-147
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING BISHOP KENNY HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT GARRETT CURLEY FOR HIS QUICK THINKING AND SELFLESS ATTEMPT TO REVIVE A PEDESTRIAN STRUCK BY AN AUTOMOBILE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Garrett Curley, a resident of the Arlington area, attended Resurrection Catholic School through eighth grade and is currently a student at Bishop Kenny High School; and


WHEREAS, on February 11th, Mr. Curley was driving home after school when he witnessed an accident on Monument Road – a pedestrian crossing the road had been struck by a passing vehicle and knocked into the median. He stopped his car to lend assistance and, finding that none of the bystanders on the scene had yet called 9-1-1, directed one of the witnesses at the scene to make the call while he initiated CPR on the victim; and


WHEREAS, Garrett Curley, while not currently CPR-certified, had learned the procedure in high school and provided chest compressions for several minutes until EMTs arrived on the scene to take over. The EMTs briefly produced a pulse in the victim, but he succumbed to his injuries at the hospital; and

WHEREAS, Garrett Curley has always been known by his family and friends as a compassionate, caring person. As an eighth grader graduating from Resurrection Catholic School, he was given both the Good Samaritan Award and the Bishop Snyder Peace in Christ Award in recognition of his caring and concern for others. In 2012, while visiting his grandparents’ home, he witnessed his grandfather – an Army veteran whom he loved and respected – collapse, and was quick to lift him from the floor, place him on a bed, and call for EMS service; and


WHEREAS, Mr. Curley has long been very active in his church and in community volunteerism. He has already completed over 100 hours of documented community service this year toward his graduation requirements at Bishop Kenny. He was an altar server throughout his time at Resurrection Catholic School and still volunteers at the school during the summertime doing building and grounds maintenance and refurbishment. He and his family volunteer at the St. Francis Soup Kitchen, and Garret helps his grandparents and neighbors with yard work and other chores. He was also a fine athlete at Resurrection, captaining the soccer team and being named to the All-Conference team three times as a softball player; and 
WHEREAS, Garrett Curley has consistently lived a life of service to others inspired by his faith, and hopes to continue that service to his fellows after college as either a doctor or police officer; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Bishop Kenny High School student Garrett Curley for his quick thinking and selfless action in performing CPR on a pedestrian hit by a vehicle. The City Council extends its thanks for his deep concern for the welfare of others and wishes him the very best of academic and personal success in the years to come.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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